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RICHARDSON, Texas. --In

r..ponse to the state’s fiscal
chins, a program of low-cost
and no-cost conservation
measures have reduced energy
_costs at the University of Texas
here $188,505 in five months, ac-
cording to E.C. Bogard, the
campus’ physical plant direc-’
tot.
A recent examination of util-

ity bills indicates that from May
I, 196 to Oct. I, energy-saving
measures consisting mostly of a
.comprehensive employee

awareness program have saved
an average of 7,700 a month.
.Total _equipment expenditure
tor the low-cost conservation ef-
fort was estimated at only about
$I0, Bogard said.
Compared to the same five

month in 195, the total energy
saved from May to October was
2,689,389 kilowatt hours of elec-
tricity and 4,151 thousand cubic
feet (mcf) of natural gas. The
university’s largest monthly
salving, came in. August 1056,
when It consumed.l,540,130 kwh
of electricity and 1,338 mcf of

natural gas--which is 518,285
kwh less than used in August
19&5 and 4,065 mcf less natural
gas--for a total monthly savings
of $64,421, he said.
The no-cost actions im-

plemented include reducing the
number of hours of air con-
ditiong_ in certain buildings,
.Bogard said._ For example,
temperature thermostats in the
campus’ 35 permanent and ap-
proximately 25 temperay
buildings, covering, a total of
1,063,500 square feet, were
previously controlled at the will

by key, a_t 76 _degrees in the sum-
mer an derees in the win-
ter, he noted.
Most thermostats had exist-

ing locking covers that were not
being used; in some cases, lock-
ing covers were purchased at a
lo.al hardware store, Bogard
said.
Another method of reducing

air conditioning involved con-
solidating weekend events into
those buildings that were oper-
ating during the weekend any-
way.
On the heating side, domestic

hot water, wich had been
heated to between 115 and 120
.degrees F., is now kept at a
steady 105 degrees, according to
Bogard. Also, use of portable
space heaters has been banned
on campus, he noted.

andBO.cossaid that the no-cost
t measures are part

of a statewide effort to cut oper-
ating costs for public buildihgs.
As a result of the current de-
pression in the U.S. oil indus-
try, the State of Texas is facing

a multibillon-dollar tax shortfall
this fw.al year, and the Univer-
sity of Texas system has had its
budget cut by 13 pe_cent to help
reduce this impending deficit.
Reducing energy costs is seen
as one way to avoid cutting in-
structional funding, he ex-
plained.
Bogard said that the tmiver-

sity’s president has mandated
that faculty and staff turn lights
off in any office left unoccupied
for more than 15 minutes, close
drapes or blinds during the sum-
mer, and keep window cover-
ings .open during the day in cold
weather to take advantage of
solar gain.
Bogard believes the school

has only scratched the surface
of possible energy savings. Fu-
ture possibilities include the
gra.dual replacement of the in-
candescent fighting with flnor-
oscents. Because of state rev-
enue shortfalls that directly af-
fect university funding, this will
not be a budgeted item, but will
be funded out of whatever re-
mainsfrom each building’s
monthly budget allocation for
operations and maintenance.




